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DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES – 20 September 2023
4:00 p.m.
Darlington County EMS/Annex

Present:		Chad White, Dist. 4 (Chair)
Bob Puechl, Dist. 7 (Vice Chair)
Josh Ward, Dist. 1
Kevin Brown, Dist. 2
William Hudson, Dist. 3
Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8	
		

Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director 				
Paula Newton, Planner III
					

Absent:		Wes Woodard, Dist. 5
Travis Bishop, Dist. 6			
				
Press:		None in attendance

Citizens:	None in attendance
		 

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.
		


I. CALL TO ORDER –Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Wednesday, September 20, 2023, at 
	4:11 p.m.

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

III.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES - None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 16 August 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk9409556]A MOTION was made by Commissioner Bob Puechl and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Wednesday, 20 September 2023. Motion carried unanimously.


VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 20 September 2023 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner William Hudson and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled agenda of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Wednesday, 20 September 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.



VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL – None

VIII. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – 

	Brady Sanford – proposed Subdivision along public access (Asbury Estates)

Paula Newton, Planner III stated this development consisted of three tracts that would be subdivided into eleven lots total. One tract would be subdivided into five lots, one tract would be subdivided into two lots and one tract would be subdivided into four lots. Lot one would require a variance from SC DOT due to road frontage.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Bob Puchel and seconded by Commissioner Josh Ward to APPROVE the proposed Asbury Estates subdivision along Asbury St and Wesley Church St on Wednesday, 20 September 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.


IX. FFINAL APPROVALS – None

X. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None

XI. VARIANCE REQUESTS – 

· Lester Weatherford – tax map # 183-00-02-015 (was originally lot 14, 15, & 22) requesting to subdivide lot 14 to original approved layout.
Paula Newton, Planner III stated the gentleman would like the original lot 14 to be subdivided to give to a family member.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner William Hudson and seconded by Commissioner Bob Puechl to APPROVE lot 14 be subdivided from the tract to the original lot as shown on approved subdivision on Wednesday, 20 September 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Lotus Solar – item on checklist under section If Applicable Approval Letters
*South Carolina Public Services Commission Approval
Terri Cribb, Director stated the wording in the ordinance states South Carolina Public Services Commission Approval (Nameplate of 75 or more megawatts). The state requirement is more than 75 megawatts. We are asking for a variance as long as the solar energy system does not exceed 75 megawatts. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Kevin Brown and seconded by Commissioner Bob Puechl to APPROVE the Lotus Solar without submitting the South Carolina Public Services Commission Approval letter as long as it does not exceed 75 megawatts on Wednesday, 20 September 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.


XII. SITE DEVELOPMENT – None


XIII. OOLD BUSINESS – None








XIV. NEW BUSINESS – 

· Ordinance revised – Article 7 Administration, Enforcement, Appeal Complaints and Remedies Section 7.8.3 Appeals
Terri Cribb, Director stated the information should just state “Pursuant to SC Code Section 6-29-1150 (C) or SC Code Section (D) (1).

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Bob Puchel and seconded by Commissioner Josh Ward to APPROVE on the revision in the ordinance to go before County Council on Wednesday, 20 September 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Ordinance revised – Article 19 Renewable Energy System Section 19.6 Solar energy system/wind farm permitting process
Terri Cribb, Director stated the information should just state “South Carolina Public Services Commission Approval (If Applicable)

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Kevin Brown and seconded by Commissioner William Hudson to APPROVE on the revision in the ordinance to go before County Council on Wednesday, 20 September 2023.  Motion carried unanimously.


XV. SSTAFF REPORTS – None


XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS – None


XVII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner William Hudson and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Wednesday, 20 September 2023. Motion carried unanimously.
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